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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

SPEAKING NOTES

Thank you for taking the time to be here today to speak to what 
really amounts to Liberal values – supporting Islanders and helping 
them to get ahead in life. 

This election will be an historic choice for the future of our 
province…and for future generations.

We are in a moment in time that Prince Edward Island has never 
experienced before – and we must seize it to build the brightest 
possible future. 

Prince Edward Island is working…there are 5,000 more full-time 
jobs in our province than there were in 2015. And earlier this week, 
our team proposed a comprehensive plan to add 3,500 more. 

Good financial management means we are balancing budgets 
while also paying down our province’s debt – so future generations 
aren’t saddled with tough choices. 

Our hard-working Island businesses are showing their goods 
around the world and putting our Island on the map. And there are 
more opportunities than ever before for young Islanders to stay 
here and thrive. 
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These are real achievements. And in themselves, impressive. 

Yet they go much, much further than that. 

Economic success means Islanders can keep more of their hard-
earned money. 

That we can make life a little easier and more affordable for 
families. 

That we can champion social change…and that we can help all 
Islanders get ahead, together. 

These are Liberal values. 

Today, our team is proposing a series of measures that will make 
life more affordable on the Island … and support Islanders putting 
down roots, growing a family … and succeeding here in our 
province. 

We recognize that for many Islanders, buying a home is the single-
largest purchase they will make…and that the costs have been 
increasing. 
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A Liberal government will introduce a new property tax cut…of 10 
per cent…on the first $200,000 of a home’s assessed value.

That reduction reflects the value Islanders place on home 
ownership and will provide some assistance to those who want to 
purchase homes.

The total savings from this measure will be $3.7 million annually, 
and it will begin in 2020.

We also recognize the challenges associated for many people who 
rent.

The fact of the matter is this: A growing economy has placed new 
pressures on the rental market.

New affordable units are coming on line, but there will be a period 
of time during which Islanders need some relief. 

For that reason, our team is proposing a new $4.4 million Rental 
Rebate Program … in which tenants in units of less than $1,500 per 
month will be eligible for up to $300 per year.
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We will also increase supports for families who look after their 
aging parents in their homes. 

We recognize their efforts and understand that this care is often 
time-consuming and expensive. A new Home First Initiative will 
provide family caregivers with a benefit of up to $500 per month.

All Islanders should benefit from a strong economy. 

Earlier this week, we announced that we are committed to having 
the lowest small business tax in Atlantic Canada. 

To further support working Islanders, we will introduce increases to 
the Basic Personal Exemption so that by 2020 it will be $10,000 – 
and we will commit to keeping it above the regional average. 

This will save Islanders an estimated $6.9 million each year and will 
be the sixth increase since 2015. 

Islanders are hard-working. We will ensure the minimum wage 
rises to $14 per hour by 2022 and maintain our position in Atlantic 
Canada as a leader in this area. 
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This is in addition to the new P.E.I. Workers Benefit, which will 
provide working low-income Islanders with new benefits. The $4.5 
million program will assist 12,600 Islanders and their families. 

To illustrate how that program will work, I will use an example: A 
single parent at a lower wage with two children will receive an 
additional $3,000 per year beginning in 2020.

Additionally, we are proposing new assistance for families who wish 
to use in-vitro fertilization therapy … and there will be tax breaks 
for families who have children in amateur sport, 4H, community 
organizations and other activities.

Today, we are fortunate to be living in a time of increased prosperity 
and new opportunities for Islanders.

Prince Edward Island is Working…Let’s Keep Working. 

Thank you. Tina Mundy will now say a few words. 


