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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

SPEAKING NOTES

Thank you very much for taking the time to be here this morning.

Providing rapid access to health care services is one of the most 
fundamental challenges faced by government.

Today, the Liberal Party of Prince Edward Island is releasing the 
first of several planks in our comprehensive plan for health care.

Our first initiative is all about access … and making sure that the 
patient is the first consideration in our forward-looking plan …

In keeping with that strongly-held belief, the Liberals are proposing 
an additional $200 million over the next five years …

And keep in mind … this major new investment will build on the 
additional $117 million per year we have dedicated to health since 
I became Premier in 2015 …

In particular, I would like to draw your attention to the $50 million in 
dedicated funding we have committed to the recruitment of health 
care professionals …
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This new spending will allow us to recruit the surgical 
specialists needed to rapidly reduce wait times … for 
procedures like knee and hip replacements … cataract surgery … 
and other treatments …

From another perspective, we fully understand the challenges 
many Islanders face … when it comes to accessing primary 
health care …

For that reason, we are proposing a new primary health care 
clinic in Queens County … which will provide important 
services to 8,000 Islanders …

This new facility will feature family physicians, nurse practitioners 
and others … who will ensure that thousands of Islanders 
get their health care needs met …

We also recognize that many Islanders require out-of-province 
services … and this can place a difficult burden on many 
individuals and families …

Therefore, we are proposing a new program to eliminate travel 
costs for Islanders for out-of-province care … and thus reduce both 
anxieties and costs …
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As well … we want to eliminate any potential barrier to emergency 
care … by eliminating all ambulance fees …

We will introduce this measure … because when people need 
emergency care, costs should not be a factor …

As I said earlier, today’s announcement is only the first stage in 
our multi-pronged health care plan …

Today … we are talking about access … 
and putting the patient first …

In the days ahead … as our debate over our province’s future 
continues … we will be releasing additional proposals relative to 
mental health, seniors and addictions …

Unlike the other parties in this election, we believe that Islanders 
deserve the consideration and respect of hearing full plans … 
which key in on the needs of patients … instead of bureaucratic 
tinkering or unrealistic concepts …
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The Liberal health care plan is comprehensive … 
it is realistic … it is costed …

And it will place the patient first …

Thank you, and if you have any questions?
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