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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

SPEAKING NOTES

Thank you Rob, and thank you all very much for taking the time to 
be here today in Tignish. 

It’s always a great day to be in West Prince and to be standing here 
with members of our team…who I can tell you are strong voices 
and workers for West Prince, Prince County, and all of Prince 
Edward Island. 

Residents can be assured that their interests are always brought 
forward… and that this team advocates daily to help make the lives 
of West Prince residents better. 

Over the past two weeks, our team has presented a clear, detailed 
plan on the priorities that matter most to Islanders…jobs, making 
lives more affordable, and health care. 

The backdrop of this campaign is our province’s current success…
in creating 5,000 new jobs…creating new opportunities in 
education for Islanders to succeed here at home…and in good 
financial management. 

Prince Edward Island is working. 
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Because of these successes, our health care and social support 
programs are now able to grow.

This is a result of careful government planning … and the hard 
work of businesses and employees across Prince Edward Island … 
leading to improved quality of life for everyone.

Essentially, our province’s success means that we can embark 
on exciting new initiatives … that will make us more socially 
progressive … and keep us on the path toward becoming an 
example to Canada … and the world.

Initiatives that will help all Islanders get ahead, together. 

Today, the Liberal Party of Prince Edward Island is proud to highlight 
a key plank in our platform… a clear plan to tackle mental health and 
addictions through our comprehensive plan for health care.

We know that one in five Islanders will have experienced challenges 
with mental health and addiction. 

And every single one of us here knows someone who has 
struggled with mental health or addictions…it has touched our lives 
through family members…friends…and neighbours. 
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And while we have made progress to improve timely access to 
services…we know there is more to be done. 
Our healthcare professionals work tirelessly each day on behalf 
of Islanders...and we thank them for their commitment…their 
compassion…and their expertise. 

First and foremost, we plan to recruit new mental health 
professionals… this will include an increase in the number of 
psychiatrists, psychologists and mental health nurses. 

These investments in new recruits will ensure that Islanders have 
among the best access to professional-based mental health care in 
Canada.

We also recognize the challenges and barriers faced by many in 
reaching out and seeking help.

Our team is proposing to bring services to Islanders in the comfort 
of their home communities… through new Mobile Mental Health 
Care Services. 

Our team believes that delivering services in our communities, in 
our schools and in our homes provides greater access and can 
help prevent the need for more urgent care. 
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There are more opportunities to further reach Islanders… and one 
way is to join forces with our community and industry partners… 
establishing partnerships to offer innovative mental health and 
addictions counselling solutions through groups like the Canadian 
Mental Health Association or the PEI Federation of Agriculture.

We will work with all Islanders and community organizations to find 
new and local ways to help Islanders. 

While mental health can affect all ages, we will make specific 
investments for our Island youth. 

Building on the excellent work done by our Student Well-Being 
teams as Rob mentioned before me… the Liberal party is 
committed to helping youth in recovery and proposes to expand 
treatment capacity and housing options… so youth can focus on 
getting the help they need to get on the right path.

Finally, with the Liberal focus on enhancing access to health 
care services… including mental health services in Island 
communities… we are proposing province-wide mental health 
walk-in clinics, including one right here in Tignish… that will ensure 
access for all Islanders.
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Tignish Co-operative Health Centre is a tremendous example of a 
community that works well together and how residents, community 
groups, and professionals can come together to provide local, 
expert services.  

We will take these actions… because when people make the 
important and courageous decision to seek help… distance and 
wait times should not be a factor.

Unlike the other parties in this election, we believe that Islanders 
deserve the consideration and respect of hearing full plans … and 
hearing full plans that tackle the challenges of mental health and 
addictions head-on.

The Liberal health care plan is comprehensive … it is realistic … 
it is costed …

And it will place the patient first. Let’s Keep Working. 

I’d now like to invite Hal Perry… who has been a tremendous 
advocate for health services in Tignish, to say a few words. 
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