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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

SPEAKING NOTES
Thank you very much for being here this morning at the Start-Up Zone.
 
This centre of creativity and entrepreneurialism was one of the cornerstones of our 2015 
commitment to Prince Edward Island…and today is a testament to the innovation, hard work 
and success of Islanders. 
 
It is fitting that we return here today – on the first full day of the 2019 campaign – to launch the 
Liberal team’s plan to create more jobs for Islanders. 
 
This election is fundamental to the future of Prince Edward Island. We face an historic 
choice for the direction of our province - one where we believe we must move forward, not 
backwards 
 
The Liberal Team has a strong record and comprehensive plan to build opportunity and 
prosperity for Islanders – and today’s announcement is a reflection of our province’s success, 
confidence and optimism.

Our clear plan will allow workers to keep more of their hard-earned money, reduces costs for 
businesses, and help create meaningful jobs for Islanders. 

Islanders work hard. And their hard work has led us to greater economic success. We want 
to encourage more Islanders to be successful in the workforce and help make their lives 
more affordable. 

A new P.E.I. Worker Benefit will assist lower-income workers achieve just that.
 
This $4.5 million initiative will provide direct support to 12,600 Islanders.
 
We know that while all Islanders are working hard, some need more help to get ahead. This 
new benefit will provide Islanders with up to $1,600 per person or $2,700 per family -  keeping 
more hard-earned money in their pockets and making life a little easier. 
 
We want to reward and encourage Islanders who take pride in their work and who are doing 
their best each day to provide for their families. 
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We will also reduce costs for for their employers. Small and medium-sized businesses are 
the backbone of our Island economy and contribute significantly to communities across our 
province. Their entrepreneurism, passion and leadership inspire us every day. 

Our team will reduce the small business tax rate to 2.5 per cent in 2020 – to be the lowest in 
the region - with a further commitment to remain the lowest in the Atlantic region. 
 
At the same time, we will continue to work with Islanders to create more jobs. 

Over the next several years, we are proposing a $750 million infrastructure modernization 
program, which will see new enhancements to our roads, bridges, schools and local 
infrastructure. 
 
This program will provide a long-term plan for our province and result in new projects and 
modern infrastructure that I expect will serve Islanders well for the next three generations. 
 
Additionally, we will enforce a strict new job-creation lens around all the work that will be 
done in communities throughout our province.
 
Wherever possible, new projects will be approached in a way that ensures that they promote 
our long-term growth and needs …and provides immediate opportunity for Islanders in all 
parts of the province.
 
For example: One of our commitments is to new vocational training facilities and labs at all 
our Island high schools …to encourage more of our young people to succeed in needed 
trades.
 
This type of initiative has several impacts:
• First – the construction phase
• Second – the recruitment of those who will provide training in our new vocational facilities
• And third – we will be preparing a new generation of Islanders to excel in a province that is 

demanding new electricians, carpenters, plumbers and mechanics
 
Our view – the Liberal view – is that we are on the midst of great achievements on Prince 
Edward Island, and on the verge of much more .
 
Our view is that we can truly be an example to the world – and one of the first steps toward 
that vision is a labour market in which workers are in the driver’s seats.
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That is why our vocational initiative is important – because it will offer the tools needed by 
young Islanders to succeed here at home.

This will be complemented by a number of new initiatives that will promote further job 
choices – and opportunities for local entrepreneurs, like those who work right here at the 
Start-Up Zone. 
 
The background materials you have been provided with offer more detail, but in brief, our 
team is proposing:
 
• A First Job Initiative – which will provide training and salary support for employers hiring in 

fields that require new workers
• A $2 million Worker Acceleration Program, that will assist workers in accessing new 

training and upgrading opportunities, without having to leave their current job
• A new Apprenticeship Tax Credit for those seeking a Red Seal designation
• A new Red Seal Entrance Scholarship of $1,000 for eligible students
• New vocational facilities at Island high schools
• A $5 million Export Growth Fund to support private sector initiatives designed to open 

new markets around Canada and the world
• An expanded Graduate Mentorship Program – which will help an additional 2,000 young 

Islanders get started in their careers
 
Taken together, all these initiatives will create at least another 3,500 new jobs on the Island.
 
Keep in mind, these new jobs will be in addition to the 5,000 full-time jobs that have been 
created since 2015.
 
As I have said numerous times since I became Premier: The creation of jobs – and job 
choices for Islanders – has to be the number one priority of government.
 
Our record in this field is strong. However, our present success is no reason to take the foot 
off the gas. Support for workers, for employers and for the next generations of workers needs 
to continue.

I strongly believe that the next government of Prince Edward Island needs to keep its focus 
on job creation and a healthy economy.
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That is where the foundation of a successful society is built – and that is our path to new 
investments in our collective social progress.
 
Thank you very much for taking the time to be here today.
 
If you have any questions?
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