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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

SPEAKING NOTES

Thank you…it’s a pleasure to be here this morning with members 
of our Liberal team to speak about a main priority of Islanders, of 
our government, and of our Liberal team. 

When it comes to health services, it is important for government 
to ensure that care is provided as quickly as possible…and in the 
right place. 

Of course, that means that government has to ensure that we have 
the right caregivers available … in all areas of our province.

Additionally, we need to make certain that our health care 
professions are aligned with the changing needs of our province…
so that the patient comes first. 

For example … as our population gets a little older, there is more 
and more demand for hip and knee replacements … and cataract 
surgery.

For that reason, we are proposing an increase of five specialists in 
those areas … which will mean that wait times will be dramatically 
reduced.
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Similarly, we know the sense of security and access that 
accompanies access to a local family physician.

For that reason, we are proposing to invest $2 million in a rural 
physician recruitment and retention initiative.

As Robert Mitchell said during the introductory remarks, this 
proposal reflects the strong Liberal commitment to our four rural 
hospitals.

There have been challenges … but I am confident that a further 
renewed commitment to rural health care will quickly address these 
issues – so that Islanders in Alberton, O’Leary, Montague and 
Souris will be confident in rapid access to high-quality health care.

We know how important these institutions are to communities, 
and our commitment to ensuring access to high-quality care is 
unwavering.

Our commitment to these facilities will be supported through 
strategic capital investments, and working with other levels of 
government, communities, and organizations to provide 21st 
century care. 
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An example of this is the $50.8 million announced in the recent 
federal budget. This additional funding will allow to go even further 
in ensuring timely care is delivered in modern, community settings. 

Additionally, our team is committing to:

One - Expanded primary health care teams that include nurse 
practitioners, nurse and other health professionals

Two – Increased walk-in clinic capacity

And three – New, technology-based solutions to help Islanders see 
primary care providers as quickly as possible. 

Now … I also want to mention our commitment to free ambulance 
services.

As Premier, I do not want any Islander to feel that a price is 
placed before care … and if someone feels it is important to get 
emergency care as quickly as possible, then they should do so.
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For that reason, I am pleased that our firm fiscal foundation is 
permitting us to sustainably ensure these services are provided in 
the most accessible way possible.

That same fiscal strength is allowing us to make further 
commitment to local services….such as our plan for community-
based mental health and addiction services and more innovations 
like our telerounding project at Western Hospital.

Our commitment is to provide modern and accessible supports 
and care to Islanders wherever they are…and we have a detailed, 
costed plan to achieve just that. 
    
Thank you very much …I will now call on Roxanne Carter-
Thompson to say a few words. 


