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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

SPEAKING NOTES

Thank you, Sonny…and thank you everyone for joining us today in 
Wellington. 

I’m proud to be joined here today with members of our 
experienced, passionate, and hard-working team…who are terrific 
advocates for this region…and our entire province. 

As you’ve heard us say many times throughout this campaign, 
P.E.I. is Working…and Sonny in his role as Minister of Workforce 
and Advanced Learning has taken a large role in making sure 
Prince Edward Island Keeps Working. 

Since 2015, 5,000 new full-time jobs have been created in our 
province…and more Islanders are working than ever before. 

Just last week, Statistics Canada reported that employment in 
March was the highest in our province’s history for that month. 

But, as I said, we need to keep working. Our Liberal team has set 
an ambitious goal of increasing the number of jobs by an additional 
3,500.
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One of the key ways we will achieve this is by investing in young 
Islanders and recent graduates. 

As a Liberal, it has always been my fundamental belief that 
government needs to be there … to support educational excellence 
in pursuit of meaningful, well-paid careers.

The Graduate Mentorship Program has helped more than a 
thousand young Islanders to meet those goals … and to contribute 
to our Island’s success story.

And I am pleased to announce that under our Liberal plan we will 
increase our investment in the Graduate Mentorship Program … by 
$1.2 million per year … for the next four years.

Since 2013, the program has helped 1,200 young Islanders get a 
start on the careers. This new investment will help an additional 
2,000 Islanders enter the workforce. 

As a province, we are succeeding…and the credit for this belongs 
to the thousands of people who offer their talents, imagination and 
hard work to our province … every day, 365 days per year.
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We also recognize that many thousands of hard-working Islanders 
need a little help to ensure that life is more affordable. 

For that reason, we are proposing a PEI Workers Benefit – which 
will help to “make work pay more.”

To explain: A single worker earning minimum wage could see an 
incentive of up to $3 per hour on a portion of their earnings.

This will provide a total annual benefit of up to $1,600 or $2,700 for 
a couple or family.

This $4.5 million initiative will put more money in the pockets of 
thousands of lower-income working Islanders and their families.

Additionally, a new Seasonal Industries Health and Benefits Plan 
will pilot a province-wide health and benefits plan for uninsured 
working Islanders in seasonal industries. 

The goal is to create an affordable option through group 
purchasing power for employees engaged in seasonal work in one 
or multiple industries. 

Page 3



Authorized by the Official Agent for the Liberal Party of PEI

PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

Page 3

As I said, employment, prosperity and our collective success 
all go together … and we need to be supportive of hard-
working Islanders who are out there, building lives, families and 
communities.

The programs we are proposing today will help to continue the 
progress we have made … and will do so in a way that makes life 
more affordable for thousands of Islanders.

Thank you, and I will now call on Paula Biggar to say a few words. 


