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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

SPEAKING NOTES

Good morning; Islanders face an historic choice this election on the 
future of our province. 

Our team has a clear vision: a future built on a foundation of hard 
work and opportunity for all Islanders. 

We can’t go back in time or let this moment pass us by.

Over the past week and a half, we have committed to a 
comprehensive suite of initiatives that will build on our strong 
record and offer Islanders a clear plan. 

A clear plan…to create jobs for Islanders…to provide better access 
to care by eliminating ambulance fees…to help make Islanders’ 
lives more affordable by cutting taxes. 

And I’m proud to say our platform is fully costed, affordable, 
and achievable. 
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This election is about what kind of future we want for our 
province…and there is perhaps no topic that best speaks to the 
future of our province than what we are here to discuss today…
education from early-learning to post-secondary. 

Over the last four years, 5,000 new full-time jobs have been created 
– and we expect to see at least 3,500 more jobs in the next few 
years. Prince Edward Island is Working! 

Additionally, our province is diversifying, and there are exciting 
new careers opening up … in areas like information technology, 
aerospace, biosciences, the trades and other emerging sectors.

For those reasons, I believe the education proposals we are 
making today are important – because they will help new 
generations of Islanders to succeed and thrive in a changing world.

In addition to strengthening our school system, we also recognize 
that there are new pressures on families.

For that reason, I am very pleased to propose another 300 early 
learning spaces for Island children, with a special emphasis on 
creating spaces for infants.
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It is important that child care is available, affordable and accessible 
– and we will be working with private sector operations and others 
to help provide more child care in working environments.

Another proposal we are making will help to significantly cut the 
costs for post-secondary education for new generations.

Our proposal is to initiate a $500 Learning Bond for every child 
under the age of 16.

Once this begins, families will then be able to leverage additional 
resources from federal programs.
 
So, when a young person goes to college or university, their costs 
will be supported – which will help to reduce costs for tuition, text 
books, residence and out-of-province study.

Additionally, we are increasing the George Coles Bursary to $2,700 
per year for post-secondary students on the Island, which will leave 
an additional $4.8 million in the pockets of students every year.
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And in combination with existing supports, this will mean that 
Prince Edward Island will have the most affordable post-secondary 
education available in Canada.

As I have said many times …  our economy is growing.

More and more Islanders are participating in a changing economic 
landscape … and they are excelling in a variety of careers in a 
diversifying world.

This strong economy – combined with good financial management 
– means we can invest more in the priorities of Islanders. 

The investments we are proposing today will support those efforts 
… and help to provide the tools needed to prosper in the decades 
ahead.

Thank you.
 

Page 4


