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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

SPEAKING NOTES

Thank you Ian.

It is a real pleasure to be here today and it is great that we have a 
candidate of Ian’s calibre in this riding.

Ian is highly familiar with this community and with the issues, 
challenges and opportunities in this part of Prince Edward Island.

As we all know, Prince Edward Island’s food products are among 
the best in the world and the contribution of these sectors to our 
collective prosperity cannot be underestimated.

Agriculture is our biggest sector and along with the fisheries, these 
two components of our economy contribute to 60 per cent of our 
total exports.

The job contribution is similarly high.

Right now, our fishery employs more than 8,500 Islanders and is a 
major contributor to the fact that we now have record levels of jobs 
on the Island.
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And in agriculture, approximately 4,000 additional Islanders have jobs.

The proposals we are outlining today will build on that record of 
success:

We will expand worker recruitment and retention initiatives … so 
that we can continue to produce our high-quality products.

And I want to key in on a couple of programs.

Team Seafood and PEI Farm Team offer good summer jobs to 
students … and with the participation of the sectors, bursaries are 
provided to young Islanders … as they pursue post-secondary 
training.

These programs provide excellent experience to young people and 
they help to make sure that harvesters and producers have access 
to the labor force they need to produce their products.

We are also planning to introduce a new Food Island Export 
Program which will help producers and harvesters with marketing 
and product development so that more and more people around 
the world can experience our great products.

Page 2



Authorized by the Official Agent for the Liberal Party of PEI

PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

And … we will introduce a new, $1 million program fund in crop 
insurance as an incentive to farmers who implement practices 
designed to enhance soil health.

We are also committed to improving sustainability and continuing 
to build a cleaner environment with more renewable energy 
opportunities… 

We are proud of our Made In PEI approach to greenhouse gas 
reductions… a plan that ensures fishers, farmers and processors 
are supported in tackling climate challenges and are not penalized 
by carbon reduction measures that address factors outside of their 
control.
Finally, I would also like to address the issue of effluent in the Strait.

We have worked very hard to keep the Strait free of pollution … and 
we will continue to do so.

We all know this is an important issue and it is a matter that 
requires constant attention, diligence and hard work.

And for that reason, I would like to thank Ian for all his insight and 
advice on this issue.

Thank you very much.
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