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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

BACKGROUNDER

Patients First – Liberal Plan for Enhancing Access to Health Care

Timely and effective access to health care services is a top priority for Islanders. It is also a top priority for the Liberal party. Whether it is 
access to family doctors, surgeries, drugs, emergency services, or mental health and addictions services, a Liberal Government under the 
leadership of Wade MacLauchlan is proposing to increase comprehensive and coordinated access to health care services for Islanders.

Since 2007, under Liberal leadership, investment in health care access has risen by 5 per cent annually, and the total budget has increased 
by over $250 million in the last decade. Additionally, the number of physicians practicing on PEI has grown from 196 in 2006 to 262 in 
2018—an increase of 66 physicians. Complementing and working alongside our physicians, PEI now benefits from the highly trained 
skills of 1,440 Registered Nurses, 566 Licenced Practical Nurses and 31 Nurse Practitioners.

Patient needs are evolving alongside our changing demographics and new technologies, more effective medications and services are 
increasingly becoming available. Island patients deserve a modern, accessible health care system and that is why a Liberal government 
is putting patients first.

Since 2015, the Liberal team under Premier MacLauchlan’s leadership has placed emphasis on addressing issues of chronic illnesses, 
supporting an aging population, modernizing equipment and infrastructure, making historic investments in mental health and addictions 
supports, and supporting frontline professionals. New annual health care spending of $117 million has been added; but there is 
more work to do.

Let’s Keep Working.

The Wade MacLauchlan Liberal team is proposing to invest an additional $200 million in Island health care over the next five years, including 
more than $100 million in new supports for mental health and addictions. 

A significant investment of $50 million will be devoted to the recruitment, retention and training of health care professionals.

The Liberal Party’s Patients First Plan offers a comprehensive approach to dramatically enhancing access to health care 
in the following areas:

• Family Doctors and Surgical Procedures
• Mental Health and Addictions
• Sustainable Urgent and Emergency Care
• Medication

These specific initiatives will mean direct improvements in access to health care.

Enhancing Access to Family Doctors and Surgical Procedures

While Prince Edward Island now has 262 Doctors—the highest number ever—many Islanders still face challenges accessing 
a family doctor, waiting at walk-in clinics or waiting for surgical procedures. 

A Liberal Government proposes to alleviate this by providing $6 million in investments in 4 new family doctors, 5 surgeons, 
and a 50 per cent increase in our walk-in clinic capacity.
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Nurse practitioners, nurses and other health care professionals with expanded scopes of practice are alleviating the pressures placed on 
physicians. Continued efforts to recruit and retain these professionals will further enhance the scope and timeliness of health services 
offered to Islanders.

A Liberal Government proposes to create a new, fully collaborative practice in Queens County that will expand access to health care 
services to an additional 8,000 Islanders.

Rural doctor recruitment and retention is a key priority, and a Liberal government proposes to achieve this through targeted compensation 
strategies and return-in-service agreements.

By hiring five new specialists, a Liberal Government proposes to provide quicker access to surgical services, particularly for key surgical 
procedures including hip and knee replacements and cataract surgeries.

Appropriate and timely treatment of chronic illnesses leads to better health and wellness outcomes for patients. A Liberal government 
proposes to expand the focus on chronic disease management and wellness by increasing the number of patients referred to chronic 
disease management programs and wellness initiatives. 

Enhancing Access to Mental Health and Addictions Services

PEI is working to help Islanders overcome the challenges of mental health and addictions. A Liberal Government is proposing to invest more 
than $100 million in new supports for mental health and addictions over the next five years that will provide immediate and integrated 
care across the province.

These investments will be further enhanced by the $50.8 million for social safety housing committed to our province in the recent federal 
budget, as a result of strong negotiations.  These funds will assist Islanders with complex health and social needs, including mental health 
disorders and chronic substance abuse or dependency, with structured social housing and life-skills training.  

A Liberal government proposes to increase the number of psychiatrists, psychologists and mental health nurses which will ensure that 
Islanders have among the best access to professional-based mental health care in Canada.

Reaching out is an important first step in getting the support needed to address mental health concerns. The Liberal party believes in 
breaking down barriers in accessing supports, and bringing them directly to Islanders in their communities. New mobile mental health 
care services and province-wide mental health walk-in clinics will bring Islanders important, accessible mental health care services in 
the comfort of their home communities.

Enhancing Access to Sustainable Urgent and Emergency Care

No Islander should have to worry about barriers to accessing urgent and emergency care when they need it the most. This is why a Liberal 
Plan that puts Patients First and will ensure that access to emergency care is both sustainable and appropriate, starting by eliminating all 
ambulance fees.

Coupled with the elimination of ambulance fees, a Liberal Government proposes to enhance the role of paramedics in rural communities 
through offering in-home services as well as seniors monitoring services. Access to these highly trained professionals will give seniors and 
those with complex health needs peace of mind in their own homes and communities.

Page 2



Authorized by the Official Agent for the Liberal Party of PEI

PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

Further enhancements to the community Medical First Responders (MFR) program for volunteer fire departments will give new supports 
to these invaluable volunteers to upgrade their training, equipment and supplies.

The people of Kings County deserve a modern facility that is responsive to the region’s needs. A Liberal Government proposes to invest 
in the development of a long-term facility and services plan that creates a renewed health facility and health services at Kings County 
Memorial Hospital.

Enhancing Access to Medication

Under the leadership of Wade MacLauchlan and the Liberal Government, a number of initiatives were introduced to reduce the costs of 
medications for Islanders, including a seniors’ drug program, a generic drug program and catastrophic drug program. 

Ensuring Islanders have affordable access to the medication they need, when they need it, is important in achieving overall health and 
wellness. That is why a Liberal plan proposes to continue investing in improving access and reducing costs, including by expanding the 
number drugs covered by the successful Generic Drug Program, which currently serves 21,000 Islanders.

Further, the Liberal team proposes to increase affordable access to medications by eliminating the burden of dispensing fees and cutting 
the cost of access to generic medications in half for low income seniors.

A Liberal Government under the Leadership of Wade MacLauchlan proposes to, through a cooperative partnership with employers, 
implement a province-wide health and benefits plan as a pilot initiative to provide uninsured working Islanders in seasonal industries with 
access to health and benefits support.

Continuing a Strong Liberal Record 

Liberal governments on Prince Edward Island have increased health care spending by historic proportions. Since 2007, the Liberal 
investment in health care access has risen by 5% annually, and the total budget has increased by over $250 million since a decade ago. 
This key focus on continuous improvements in modernization and access to services is something the Liberal party plans to continue.
 

• Since 2007-08, spending on in-province physician services has almost doubled from $68 million to $124.4 million   
in 2017-18, the highest spending ever in our province.

• Despite challenges with family physician recruitment across Canada, 92% of Islanders now have a family doctor,  
compared with the national average of 84.5%.

• Nurse Practitioners are providing valuable health services, with 31 nurse practitioners currently working on PEI.
• More Specialists are now practicing on PEI, reducing the need for off-Island care in areas like cancer care,   

neonatology, geriatrics and mental health.
• The Generic Drug Program caps the cost of generic medications for uninsured Islanders at $19.95.     

Over 21,000 Islanders benefit from this program.
• Developed a Mental Health and Addictions Strategy for the next ten years, putting a strategic focus on this area    

of Islanders health and well-being.
• Announced $100 million, five-year commitment towards the establishment of province-wide mental health and addictions facilities 

including the construction of a modern mental health campus to replace the aging Hillsborough Hospital.

Let’s Keep Working.
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