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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

BACKGROUNDER

More Jobs for Islanders. More Choices. More Opportunities.

As the workplace changes, Islanders now have more job choices than ever before.

Over 5,000 new full-time jobs were added over the last four years. And now, there is a record number of Islanders with full-time jobs.

In effect, this means the labor market has changed. In the past, Islanders often felt tied to a job. Now, workers are increasingly in a position 
where they can choose from a number of different career options.

And this welcome change is happening across the province. In 2018, three-quarters of the new Island jobs were created in rural 
communities.

These new jobs aren’t driven by any one particular sector or industry. Instead, the evolution in the workforce is the result of a diversifying 
economy. As a result, there are new careers available in our primary industries, trades, advanced manufacturing, health care, and 
professional and scientific services.

Islanders are finding exciting and fulfilling opportunities in their fields of choice, right here at home. 

While the record has been successful, the Wade MacLauchlan Liberals believe that more can be achieved.

So, a Liberal Government proposes to add another 3,500 new full time jobs to the Island.

New Supports for Working Islanders

Hard-working Islanders are the backbone our province, our communities and our economy. The MacLauchlan Liberal Team has consistently 
ensured that Island workers benefit from the growing prosperity of our province, and will commit to ensuring all workers continue to thrive.

To better support hard working Islanders, a Liberal Government will create a new P.E.I. Workers Benefit which will provide up to $1,600 for 
a single worker and $2,700 for a couple or a family. This $4.5 million initiative will build on the Canada Worker Benefit and directly assist 
12,600 working Islanders each year.

This PEI Workers Benefit will put more money in the pockets of thousands of lower-income working Islanders and their families, resulting in 
a brighter future and better quality of life.

Supporting Island Business

To further support Island businesses as economic drivers in their growth, a Liberal Government proposes to continue to make PEI an even 
greater place to do business. Under the leadership of Wade MacLauchlan, the Liberal Government has reduced the Small Business Tax 
Rate from 4.5 per cent to 3.5 per cent and is committing to lower it further, to 2.5 per cent by 2020, with a commitment to stay at the 
lowest level in the region. This reduction will mean a competitive advantage for Island businesses over their regional counterparts, paying 
the lowest rates in the region.

Additionally, there are more ways for small businesses to save. The Liberal Party has heard from small business owners about their 
concerns over the cost and onerous burden of regulation. A Liberal Plan would see the cost of regulation reduced by $8 million over 
4 years. Allowing businesses to focus on what they do best. Let’s keep working.
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A Capital Plan, Focused on Jobs

A Liberal Government proposes to enact a capital plan that puts workers and job creation first, readying our workforce and our province for 
a changing economy.

Part of this new capital plan will ensure that workers get the tools and training they need to succeed in a rapidly-changing world.

A Liberal Government is proposing an Infrastructure Investment and Modernization Plan of close to $750 Million that will put a job-creation 
lens on every project.

This major initiative will create 2,000 new full-time jobs.

In addition to creating new employment opportunities, the capital plan will see improvements to roads, bridges, schools, hospitals and 
water and wastewater treatment facilities.

These projects will be constructed with the best available technology and require highly-skilled construction and maintenance workers.

For example, new schools will be built in a way that will ensure future improvements can be easily added. This will help to better 
accommodate our growing population and increased staffing of educators and support personnel.

As the capital plan evolves, a new emphasis will be placed on training Islanders in high-demand fields, like carpentry, plumbing, electrical, 
machinery and engineering to meet our growing needs. By increasing training and educational opportunities we will build our skilled 
workforce, and the number of workers available to the private sector as it continues its historic expansion.

Prince Edward Island’s Prosperity Advantage—Our Skilled Workforce

The Liberal Party believes investing in Islanders is a smart choice. That is why a Liberal Government proposes to further a record of strong 
education and training investments to support workers and employers by developing:
• A First Job Initiative, providing training and salary support, including for employers hiring in fields that have trouble attracting new 

workers. 
• A new $2 million per year Worker Acceleration Program that will improve our worldwide competitive advantage and create new 

opportunities for workers to access training and upgrading—without having to leave their current jobs.
• A PEI Is Working Program that will significantly support the growth of the trades-sector on PEI by

• Offering an education and training bonus for individuals pursuing training or retraining in key trades. 
• An Apprenticeship Tax Credit for those continuing on to achieve a Red Seal designation
• Eliminating apprenticeship fees
• Offering a $1,000 Red Seal Entrance Scholarship to eligible students

• Constructing new, modern vocational facilities and labs at Island schools that give Island youth the best access to the means to 
which they can jumpstart an interest into a future career and meet the changing needs of our diversifying workplaces.

Export Growth

In 2018, Prince Edward Island led the country in economic growth and was the only province to surpass the 3.0 per cent mark. The 
Conference Board of Canada predicts that Prince Edward Island will continue to outpace the Canadian average for economic growth, as we 
have done every year since 2015. 

A driving force in this economic growth is our strong export growth to markets across Canada and around the world, which has risen 70 
per cent in the last decade. Growth in exports has been recorded every year since 2010 and is projected to continue. A growing demand for 
Island products, now more diverse than ever before, is driving our export and economic growth, creating new jobs for Islanders. 

Page 2



Authorized by the Official Agent for the Liberal Party of PEI

PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

A Liberal Government proposes to support the further growth of Prince Edward Island exports through:
• A four-year, $5 Million Export Growth Fund to support private sector initiatives designed to open new markets. This fund will create 

new jobs for Islanders while enabling Island businesses to expand.

Continuing a Strong Liberal Record

Under the leadership of Premier Wade MacLauchlan and a Liberal Government, Prince Edward Island has seen both the number 
and diversity of jobs grow. Wages are steadily improving and the opportunities for Islanders to obtain post-secondary education or 
training to improve their career prospects have never been greater. A Liberal Government will be proud to continue their approach 
to investing in Islanders.

• Greater choice
• More new jobs—for nearly two years, job vacancies on the Island have grown
• More Islanders than ever before are working
• 75 per cent of new jobs in 2018 were in rural Prince Edward Island
• More than 5,000 new full-time jobs were added in the since 2015
• Growth in industries such as trades, biosciences, information technology and advanced manufacturing are creating more, 

diverse job offerings for Islanders

• Greater opportunity
• PEI’s household spending power rose by 19.6% over the last decade, meaning more money in Islanders pockets.
• The Liberal Government under Premier MacLauchlan’s leadership has made record investments in non-repayable assistance 

for post-secondary students through measures like Career Connect, the George Coles and Island Advantage Bursaries and 
the Debt Reduction Grant.

• The Graduate Mentorship Program has connected over 1,200 Islanders with valuable work experience in their chosen fields 
at Island businesses and will continue to grow under a Liberal government.

• Social Assistance reforms have allowed lower-income Islanders to earn employment income while drawing benefits
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