
Authorized by the Official Agent for the Liberal Party of PEI

PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

BACKGROUNDER  IMPROVING ACCESS TO DOCTORS AND REDUCING WAIT TIMES

Leadership in Health Care Investments 

When it comes to health care, access and timeliness are the most important considerations.

Under Premier Wade MacLauchlan’s leadership, and through record investments in programs and services including new annual spending 
of $117 million since 2015, PEI is addressing the growing needs of a modern health care system. 

Focus has been placed on addressing issues of chronic illnesses, supporting an aging population, modernizing equipment and 
infrastructure, making historic investments in mental health and addictions supports, and supporting frontline professionals. 

Recruitment—and retention— efforts continue to be a top priority. PEI now has 262 physicians providing health care services to Islanders 
– more than ever before, and an increase of 66 physicians since 2006. Many of these new physicians are providing specialized services to 
Islanders in areas like cancer care, neonatology, geriatrics and mental health.

A focused effort on collaborative approaches has led to the recruitment and hiring of more Nurse Practitioners, Registered Nurses and 
Licences Practical Nurses in community hospitals across PEI. There are now 31 Nurse Practitioners working in concert with General 
Practitioners in ensuring rapid access to diagnostics and services.

There is more work to be done. 

A Liberal Government under the leadership of Wade MacLauchlan is proposing to invest an additional $200 million in Island health care over 
the next five years, $50 million of which will be devoted solely to the recruitment, retention and training of health care professionals.

Investments in modern services for mental health and addictions will go beyond facilities to community-based services, including transition 
housing and life skills supports, and investments in healthcare specialists that ensure the best access to professionally-based mental health 
services.

Building on innovations like ‘telerounding’ currently being used at Western Hospital will provide opportunities for Islanders to receive the 
care they need closer to home.    

Timely Access to Doctors and Reduced Wait-Times 

The Wade MacLauchlan Liberal team is committed to ensuring Islanders have access to family doctors, specialists and the other players in 
the health system quickly and efficiently to manage their care and improve health outcomes. An approach will begin improving access to 
doctors and reduce wait times immediately as well as long-term investments and strategies to ensure sustained and establish new, modern 
health care services on PEI is a priority for a Liberal Government. Specific initiatives include:

• Expanded Primary Care Teams: Increase investments in nurse practitioners, nurses and other health professionals with expanded 
scopes of practice to enhance the scope of health services they can offer Islanders. A new, full collaborative practice in Queens County 
will expand access to health care services to an additional 8,000 Islanders.

• Increased Walk-In Clinic Capacity:  Increasing the capacity of walk-in clinics to see Islanders waiting to access a family doctor while 
recruitment activities work to eliminate the patient registry. 
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• Rural Doctor Recruitment and Retention: Increase the number of family doctors practicing in rural areas through targeted 

compensation strategies and return-in-service agreements.

• Quicker Access to Surgical Services: Hire five new specialists to improve the access that Islanders have to key surgical procedures, 
including hip/knee replacements and cataract surgery.

• Technology-based scheduling and appointments: Use locally-developed scheduling software that maximizes the number of Island 
patients that doctors can see and treat.

• Support for Off-Island Medical Appointments: Support for travel costs, including passes for the Confederation Bridge, will be provided 
to Islanders who are required to attend appointments with specialists in other parts of the region.  

• Expanded focus on Chronic Disease Management and Wellness: Increase the number of Islanders that get directed by the primary 
care provider to chronic disease management programs and wellness initiatives.

• Establish a Wellness Innovation Hub: Work with health practitioners, researchers, patient groups and community leaders to 
effectively address new wellness initiatives that improve health outcomes for all Islanders.          
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