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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

BACKGROUNDER

Investing in our Future and Young Islanders

The Liberal Party believes in the importance of education and values the contributions made by early childhood educators, teachers, 
teaching staff, families and communities in supporting the growth and achievements of our young people. 

The unprecedented move to bring full-day kindergarten into our public education system by the Liberal Government in 2010 has been 
continuously followed by further improvements to early learning. As a result, Prince Edward Island was ranked first among provinces for its 
early childhood education system in 2017 by the University of Toronto’s Ontario Institute for Studies in Education. 

Calls for increased access have been met by investments in new childcare spaces, expanded accessible hours and childcare subsidies to 
meet the needs of working families. While we may be best in the country, we know there is more work to do. 

A Liberal Government under the Leadership of Wade MacLauchlan proposes to further cement PEI’s standing as the national leader for early 
childhood education, build a world-class K-12 school system that meets the evolving needs of a modern world and create more pathways 
to post-secondary education for Island students through a PEI Education Bond and investments to make access to post-secondary 
education on Prince Edward Island the most affordable in Canada.
 

The Best Early Learning and Childcare Program In Canada

The Liberal team under the Leadership of Wade MacLauchlan knows the importance of giving all Island children the best start in life, the 
importance of having safe, reliable, affordable childcare for Island families, and will continue to improve access and availability to early 
childhood education.

Providing our children with the best early learning education and care in the country is both our responsibility and opportunity. The Liberal 
Party of Prince Edward Island is not prepared to pause in the effort to help children prepare for a changing world. In the next three years, the 
MacLauchlan Liberal Team is proposing to:

• Fund 300 additional new spaces, including more spaces for the growing need for infant childcare
• Create new Early Years Centres, and establish more collaboration between private and public centres
• Significantly reduce parent fees by 2023, with reductions beginning in 2019 
• Develop new early learning spaces that offer flexible times to support the needs of parents working shifts
• Provide supports to businesses and organizations that provide on-site childcare and early learning spaces for the children of their 

employees
• Continue to invest in training and compensation advancements for our early learning educators in recognition of the critically-

important role they play in the development of our children
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The Island Education Bond

The Liberal team believes in improving access to post-secondary education and removing financial barriers for students who need it the 
most. While recent historic investments in non-repayable student financial aid are a significant factor in reducing such barriers, research 
has shown that those who establish an education savings plan are more likely to participate in post-secondary training and education.

A Liberal Government under the Leadership of Wade MacLauchlan believes in keeping more money in Islanders’ pockets, and helping 
Islanders jumpstart savings for their children’s future education. 

That is why we are proposing a new $500 Island Education Bond for every eligible child under the age of 16 in our province – beginning 
in 2020. In turn, this PEI initiative will allow Island families to leverage the Canada Learning Bond – a federal program that provides an 
additional $2,000 to eligible children who participate in the program.  

By introducing this initiative, the Liberal plan will help to ensure that post-secondary costs for tuition, textbooks, training equipment, 
residence and out-of-province programs will be accessible to all Islanders.

 

World-class K-12 System

Public schools on PEI offer students a range of possibilities and opportunities to grow and explore while also ensuring they receive the 
education and backgrounds that will allow them to succeed in a global society and competitive workforce. 

Under the Liberal leadership of Wade MacLauchlan, investments in education and frontline services at Island schools are at a historic 
high. New teachers, educational assistants, English as an additional language instructors, literacy coaches, autism specialists, school 
psychologists and school wellness teams create a wrap-around approach to ensure all children, particularly those most vulnerable, do not 
fall through the cracks. 

Ensuring all students have the tools and supports they need to succeed within the school system is a priority for not only the Liberal team, 
but for all Islanders, and is a sound investment in our future. That is why the MacLauchlan Liberal Team is proposing to:

• Increase the number of frontline staff by an additional 150 – including teachers, educational assistants, psychologists, occupational 
therapists, speech language pathologists and guidance counselors

• Add new vocational training capacity at every Island high school to help young Islanders prepare for a changing workplace
• Invest $125 million in school infrastructure renewal 
• Invest $2.5 million in technology designed to meet the professional development needs of educators and offer in-class supports to 

students

The Most Accessible Post-Secondary Education in Canada

Over the past decade, Liberal Governments have introduced a series of programs designed to encourage Islanders to pursue new career 
options at university and college.
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The George Coles and Island Advantage Bursaries have resulted in significant improvements in affordable and accessible post-secondary 
education for PEI students. This record of educational inclusion and access is a great source of pride – and it is a record that will continue.

In particular, the MacLauchlan government has worked very hard to ensure that young Islanders are not saddled with significant levels of 
debt – just as they begin their careers.

In 2019, the Liberal Party of Prince Edward Island is proposing further, targeted investments in students. 

Specifically, the Liberal Party is proposing to increase the George Coles Bursary to $2,700 per year. This will leave an estimated $4.8 
million in the pockets of Island students and their families over the next four years, and will allow Island students to pursue affordable 
studies at the University of Prince Edward Island, Holland College and Collège de l’Île.

Taken together, the Liberal record – and these new initiatives – will mean that Islanders will have access to the most affordable post-
secondary education in Canada.

A Strong Liberal Record

Prince Edward Islanders care about the quality, availability and affordability of educational opportunities for our children, from their early 
years through young adulthood. The Liberal Party of PEI shares this care and concern for education, and since 2007, has taken leadership 
in swiftly improving access to high-quality education programs.

The Liberal Party believes in a lifelong approach to learning – that begins right from the moment a young Islander enters this world. The 
investments that have been made in early learning, childcare, education and post-secondary education under Liberal leadership are a 
testament to this. Key investments include:

• Added over 586 additional child care spaces since 2015.
• Introduced full-day kindergarten in 2010, benefitting 12,000 young Islanders to-date.
• Expanded access to early learning and child care centers with over $10.5 million through the  PEI Action Plan for Children.
• Since 2015, hired an additional 176 frontline staff to support student achievement including Teachers, Education Assistants and 

English as an Additional Language Teachers
• Record capital investments in school construction and infrastructure ensuring adequate space and modern facilities for our students.
• Established the George Coles Bursary in 2008 that has helped 12,300 Islanders 
• Worked with Federal Partners to introduce the Career Connect Program for eligible post secondary students to receive $9 million 

annually.

Let’s Keep Working.
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