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PEI IS WORKING,
    LET’S KEEP WORKING

BACKGROUNDER

Sustainable, Healthy Primary Industries and Environment

Prince Edward Island is an export economy and no one knows this better than our fishers, farmers, and processors. A significant portion, 
over 60 per cent, of all our exports are grown, harvested and processed here on the Island. As an Island with a small population, we rely 
on exports for our survival. The Liberal Party understands the burden and uncertainty that difficult growing seasons, labour shortages, and 
fluctuating commodity prices can have on these sectors and the communities and jobs they support, and proposes to help alleviate some of 
these pressures through a series of new investments and supports.

Making Island Agriculture and Seafood the Best in the World

PEI is working in our fields, on our seas and in our processing facilities that cover the Island from tip to tip. A Liberal government is 
proposing to stand with our fishers, farmers and processors to work together to achieve a stronger, more prosperous future through:

• Expanding worker recruitment and retention initiatives such as Team Seafood and PEI Farm Team to increase our primary industries’ 
access to labour

• Establishing a Food Island Export Program to support innovative product development and marketing activities to help harvesters and 
processors expand their markets

• Investing in new aquaculture technology, such as mussel production innovation, to ensure both environmental and economic 
sustainability

• Revising and expanding crop insurance programs so that potato growers and growers working in other sectors have the supports 
they require to mitigate risks of bad growing seasons.

• Incentivizing, through a $1 million fund in crop insurance, farmers who implement a variety of practices to improve soil health
• Supporting the development of the next generation of farmers and fishers with policies and programs that facilitate the passage of 

land and assets from one generation to the next
• Reducing red-tape and aligning regional regulations so that that our farmers, fishers, and processors face an equal playing field with 

counterparts in the region
• Ensuring that our fishers, farmers, and processors are supported to tackle climate challenges and are not penalized by carbon 

reduction measures that address factors outside of their control

A Cleaner, Sustainable Environment and Modern Energy Solutions

Islanders’ close connection to our land and seas necessitates a perspective that is forward looking, that is practical. A Liberal Government 
under the leadership of Wade MacLauchlan has been and will continue to be a strong advocate for the interests of Islanders and the Island 
we hold so dear, in developing and implementing a Made in PEI plan for a sustainable environment and modern energy solutions; a plan that 
works. 

• Make Prince Edward Island a national leader in banning single-use plastics and other forms of disposable packaging
• Invest $8 million over the next four years on a shoreline protection initiative to assess, map and respond to flood risk
• Accelerate the development of wind farms in West Prince and Eastern Kings, and build new transmission infrastructure to better link 

our wind energy to the regional electricity grid
• Support the most effective and sustainable on-farm carbon reduction measures – including organic soil management and use of 

lower-nitrate fertilizers
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• Continue provincial efforts to ensure that the Northumberland Strait remains as free as possible of industrial pollution
• Reflecting our natural pride in the Island, establish extensive new community partnerships to expand roadside litter programs
• Invest in new public electric vehicle charging stations and provide tax rebates for the purchase and installation of home charging 

stations
• Invest $1 million in new reforestation to assist in carbon sequestration
• Develop and implement a solar electric incentive for Island homeowners to help reduce GHG emissions and reduce electricity 

consumption

A Strong Liberal Record

The Liberal Government under the leadership of Wade MacLauchlan has been committed to advocating for and supporting our primary 
industries as well as environmental policies that advance our shared interests without penalizing hardworking Islanders or our primary 
industries far. The Liberal team has a proven record of working together with Islanders. Key highlights include: 

• Worked with industry to introduce new programs to help meet labour needs through Team Seafood and Farm Team PEI
• Stood with Island fishermen to demand that the Federal government conduct a thorough environmental assessment before any 

modifications are made to the Northern Pulp effluent treatment system 
• Committed $825,000 annually through the Agriculture Stewardship Program to help farmers increase environmental sustainability, 

climate change mitigation and adaptation.
• Prince Edward Island is a leader in wind energy, sourcing 24% of our electricity requirements from wind power.
• Created partnership with companies, industry partners, researchers and technology institutions to grow PEI’s reputation and Canada’s 

Food Island
• Through Efficiency, PEI has reduced CO2 emissions by 25,000 tonnes, and we continue to save 1.5 million litres of home heating fuel 

annually through efficiency PEI programs
• Under successive Liberal Governments, GHG emissions in Prince Edward Island have been lowered 10% since 2005
• PEI leads the country in waste diversion through Waste Watch, reducing landfill waste by 50%
• Removed the Provincial portion of the HST from the first block of electricity, firewood, pellets and propane—saving Islanders $10 

million annually and encouraging them to choose cleaner sources of energy
• Became the first province in Canada to ban the use of plastic bags


